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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Spring & Summer Camp open to kids 
ages 7-17. Advance reservations 
required. *Ask about our locals discount.*

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, 

Large Empty Lot Mowing

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

828-389-2206

ALL ABOUT GLASS
Over 30 Years Experience

Hayesville, NC (Above Rib Country)

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net
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Cockerham...from Page 1A
from the Historic Union County 
Courthouse – from the roof 
to the bricking to the arched 
windows, the new building by 
Goodspeed Architects Inc. will 
look very much like it’s been 
there all along.

“I hope that the town is 
as proud of the finished product 
as I am of the concept,” said 
Cockerham. “When it’s built 
now, people are going to know 
that’s a modern-day building.

“What I’m hoping is that, 
in 20 or 30 years, people will 
wonder if those two were built 
at the same time.”

Many people  know 
Cockerham as the former owner 
of the Zaxby’s restaurant here 
in Blairsville, though prior 
to opening the Zaxby’s, he 
worked as chief credit officer 
for United Community Bank 
for more than a decade.

He ran Zaxby’s for about 
13 years, and two years ago, 
he sold it and bought some 
vacation rental cabins that he 
continues to co-manage with 
his Administrative Assistant 
Olivia Wilkinson at Cockerham 
Capital.

It was also about two 
years ago that W.C. Nelson 
and Paul Thompson of the 
B l a i r s v i l l e  D o w n t o w n 
Development Authority Board, 
along with Mayor Jim Conley, 
approached Cockerham with an 
offer he couldn’t refuse.

“They had this vision of 
this three-story building, with 
two stories being a ground-
level retail and then residential 
on top, and I really liked that 
idea,” said Cockerham. “They 
committed to me that, if I 
would build the building, they 
would build a paved parking lot 
behind it.”

Olivia Wilkinson and Steve Cockerham of Cockerham 
Capital.             Photo by Shawn Jarrard

Added Cockerham, “The 
retail will be rental, and we’re 
going to sell the condos on the 
top floor, so it’s really a mixed-
use (development).”

The lot upon which 
the building will sit – next to 
the Historic Haralson/Carr 
Law Office and across from 
Foodland Grocery – is one 
of four parcels originally for 
sale by the Blairsville DDA as 
part of the Haralson Property 
Development.

After spending about a 
year negotiating a price for the 
lot, then going through an initial 
design process, Cockerham 
contacted his friend David 
Goodspeed to come up with the 
design as it exists today.

“We told him that we 
wanted to incorporate as much 
of the existing downtown as we 
could and use the courthouse 
as a reflecting point of what 
we were trying to do,” said 
Cockerham. “And I think he did 
a beautiful job with it.”

C o c k e r h a m  h o p e s 

that construction can begin 
sometime in the next four to 
six weeks, weather pending, at 
which point the DDA will start 
on the new parking lot behind 
the property.

The paved parking area 
will likely feature 90 parking 
spaces, though Cockerham’s 
property will  have eight 
dedicated spots for the residents 
of his new building.

It’s too early for applicants 
on either the residential or the 
retail side of the development, 
but Cockerham has already 
spoken with several prospective 
candidates for the building, 
with interests ranging from 
retail to dining to office-use.

O n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l 
side, Cockerham said he was 
thankful for Wilkinson’s design 
contributions toward the condo 
living spaces.

As far as working with 
the DDA and the city to bring 
the project to life, Cockerham 
sa id  tha t  DDA Program 
Manager Darren Harper, the 
DDA Board, Mayor Conley 
and the Blairsville City Council 
have all done a great job in 
making the process as seamless 
as possible.

When all is said and done, 
the new building and parking 
area will be a surefire economic 
boon for the entire area, adding 
not only to the walkability 
of Downtown Blairsville but 
also to the number of retail 
options to draw people into 
the county.

“Projects like Steve’s 
are a perfect example of how 
public/private partnerships can 
directly benefit the community 
as a whole,” said Harper.


